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1. Describe what you learn about the economics of Rosa Lee’s life.  What does she do to earn a living?  
Who are her customers?  What are some of the costs she must pay?  How much money do you think 
she earns?  Are there things she could do to increase her earnings? 

 
 

2.  What are Rosa Lee’s attitude about education?  How much education do you think she had?  She 
says that her own grandmother, Celia, who was born a slave, believed that education would be the 
key to the advancement of “colored peoples.”  How does Rosa Lee’s view differ?  What are Rosa 
Lee’s expectations for her 5-year-old grandson, Sonny, in terms of his education and work? 

 
 

3. Consider Rosa Lee’s attachment for “The Big House,” the plantation house where her mother 
labored as a slave and was buried and she herself was born.  Rosa Lee was free, but how much had 
her economic circumstances actually improved?  Why is Rosa Lee so accepting of the conditions of 
her life?  Describe enslavement as a matter of both external and internal circumstances. 

 
 

4. During the Great Migration, from the 1910’s through the 1970’s, approximately 6 million African 
Americans chose to move from the South to the Northeast, the Midwest or the West to find greater 
economic and educational opportunities.  This was one of the largest movements in American 
history.  Consider what life might be like for Sonny and for Rosa Lee’s other children and 
grandchildren.  How would things have changed for them? 

 
 

5. With the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and the enforcement 
of key Supreme court decisions, such as Brown v. Board of Education, Southern segregation as a 
legally enforced social system came to an end.  What might life have been like for Sonny and Rosa 
Lee’s other children and grandchildren if they stayed in Georgia?  How would things have changed 
for them? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


